ITNDER THE   MONGOL  IL-KHJUSS	1O9
Arghun's tmst in him grew and transformed itself into an
ever closer friendship, regarding which the sources offer
certain information.1 Bar Hebrseus declares : " This Jew
triumphed in every ^vay and attained the greatest glory and
honour possible in the time of Arghun, the king of kings.
He alone brought all his political matters to a successful issue
and much else besides." 2
The recognition of Saed ad-Daula's deeds also found its
expression in verses and poems which represent the * *' public
opinion '* of the period. " Arabic and Persian poets ... and the
orators of the age praised him/' Wassaf3 informs us, "and
wrote many books concerning his deeds." He himself promoted
the sciences and the art of poetry, and not alone by distributing
large sums to scholars and poets 4 but also by writing essays
and poems which were published in book form. This book
had, however, become so rare as early as the time of "Wassaf
that the latter found it necessary to remark : " There is a
copy in Baghdad." 5
There was, however, another side to the medal. Though
there might be nothing to complain against in Sa*d ad-Daula*s
personality and activities, the fact that he was a Jew leffc
the way open for vehement criticism. Bar Hebrseus e already
cried out: " Behold at the present day there is a Jew governor
ordered that all letters should be dated (foL 2006). Howorth, History of
the. MoTigols, iii, p. 333; Weil, Geschichie der Chalifcn, iv, pp. 148 ff., give
details of the measures and reforms of Sa'd ad-Daula according to Wassaf.
1 When Arghun was once playing nerd with Sa'd ad-Daula the latter
permitted himself to cross *>ia legs, which was a breach of manners. But
Arghun paid no attention (Wassaf, foL 1996). In their leisure intervals
they always used to converse together at length. When a high official
complained to Arghun of the priority afforded Sa'd ad-Daula, Arghun had
Trim executed (Rashid ad-£Xn, fol. 153a).
* p. 490, fol. 575.
3	Fol. 199a.
4	Doubtless Sa'd ad-Daula, as was generally the custom, had his own
house or court poet who flattered him ; the amount of the flattery was not
independent of the scale of his salary.
5	Wassaf, foL 199a9 gives a few extracts from, it.    What an excellent
historical source it would be if this collection were to be discovered one day !
6	p. 478, foL 561.

